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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large , th ree - s to ry , sandstone s t ruc ture l a id out i n rectang­
u la r f o r m . The exter ior is broken-course , rock- faced sandstone wi th 
f in i shed marg ins that has d isco lored a lmost to a black shade, but the 
beaded m o r t a r s t i l l retains its rose hue. A l m o s t a l l the mul l ions and 
transoms are f in ished in the same manner, as is the remainder of the 
bui lding, including the ground f l o o r buttresses near the conservatory . 
The windows and doorways of the house are what give the s t ruc ture 
its Tudor e lement , as most of them are i n the f o r m of the f la t tened 
a rch , w i th some having hoodmolds over them. A second-story bay window 
of copper, decorated wi th shields, is on the nor th side of the house. 
A t w o - s t o r y bay extends f r o m the west side of the house, and a large 
hood serves as a por te-cochere on the nor th side, Gothic deta i l ing 
is found on many of the doorways i n the f o r m of geometr ic t r a c e r y , " 

The i n t e r i o r is w e l l - l i t by large windows of the f la t tened a rch 
shape, but especially by the t a l l , round-arch windows of the second 
and t h i r d f l o o r s which serve the three-and-a-hal f s tory open s t a i r w e l l 
on the nor th side of the house. The entry ha l l , next to the reception 
ha l l , is half a f l o o r lower than the remainder of the l i v i n g rooms on 
the f i r s t f l o o r , but its connecting s ta i rcase f o r m s pa r t of the general 
sweep of the ma in staircase serving the upper three f l o o r s . A l l of 
the ground f l o o r rooms are commodious, bas ical ly rectangular rooms 
wi th s m a l l alcoves and bay windows which add in teres t and dimension • 
to the rooms . The woodwork is p a r t i c u l a r l y f ine and is noted f o r i ts 
depth of co lor , degree of f i n i s h , va r i e ty of species and f i ne state of 
p rese rva t ion . Many of the cei l ings are beamed and some of them are 
painted in the Italianate manner, A b u i l t - i n desk in the l i b r a r y is 
carved wi th t r e f o i l s and t r a c e r y . A l l hardware i n the house is of 
a w h i m s i c a l Gothic nature, possibly re f l ec t ing the h i s t o r i c a l d is tor t ions 
of the "Gothick" era f i f t y years before . The second f l o o r is compr ised 
of l a rge , bascia l ly unadorned rooms, as is the t h i r d f l o o r w i th i ts 
t ea - t ray ce i l ings . Two second-story sundecks serve the bedrooms . . ' 
of the house, . - - - ' 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tnis residence, one of the o r i g i n a l f ou r on Overlook Road, was 
the home of John Hartness Brown , who is c redi ted w i t n the conception 
of the development of the area now r e f e r r e d to as Un ive r s i ty C i r c l e 
and Cleveland Heights, A l s o s igni f icant is the a rch i tec ture of the house, 
a large sandstone dwell ing embell ished wi th Tudoresque and Gothic 
Revival detai l ing, plus its locat ion at the in tersec t ion of two roads 
at the entrance to the Cleveland Heights development. 

L i t t l e is known of John Hartness Brown's ea r ly career , but he 
is l i s ted as early as 1891 in the Cleveland City D i r e c t o r y as a dealer 
in r ea l estate and rea l estate secur i t i e s . Univers i ty C i r c l e , now i 
recognized as the home of many of Cleveland's c u l t u r a l ins t i tu t ions , 
was f i r s t planned by Brown who, when d i f f i c u l t i e s arose, turned the 
p ro jec t over to Calhoun and Company which c a r r i e d i t through to 
complet ion, although wi th some al tera t ions , Euc l id Heights , now known 
as Cleveland Heights, was o r i g i n a l l y conceived by Brown and a group 
of investors . I t was Cleveland's f i r s t planned, upper- income develop­
ment on the east side of the c i t y . 

A l f r e d Hoyt Granger, a rch i tec t of the residence, designed 
several of the ear ly homes on Overlook Road before moving to Chicago 
where he set up a successful a r ch i t ec tu ra l prac t ice which excelled i n 
the design of ra i lway t e r m i n a l s . 
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Regional Office: Western Reserve Historical Society 
10825 East Boulevard Cleveland, Ohio 44106 (216) 721-5722 

October 4, 1977 

W i l l i a j n J, Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Washington D, C. 

Dear M r , Murtagh: 

The co r rec t address f o r the owner of the John Hartness B r o w n House i s : 

M r s . J e r i Zauder 
2380 Overlook Raeid 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 

Sincerely, 

Tonn F i she r 

Ohio Historical Center 1-71 SL 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-8727 
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