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1. Name

historic

Heights Rockefeller Building

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 3091 Mayfield Road

____not for publication

city, town Cleveland He 1ghts ___ vicinity of
state Chio code 039 county Cuyahoga code 035
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district ____ public i & occupied - _ agriculture —____ museum
R building(s) private ____unoccupied _X commercial — park
_____structure ____both ____work in progress _____ educational __X private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition cessible —_ entertainment —religious
___ object ____in process _# _yes: restricted ____government —__ scientific
____ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ____industrial ___ transportation
'4A ___no —_ military other:
4. Owner of Property
P Nighttown Inc.
street & number 2479 Lee Boulevard
¢ Hed s
city, town Cleveland Heights —__ vicinity of state Ohio
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cuyahoga County Administration Building
street & number 1219 Ontario
city, town Cleveland state Ohio
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tive Ohio Historic Inventory has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _ X no
date 1977 —federal _y state ____ county ___ local
depository for survey records Ohio Historical Society i S o
city, town Columbus state Ohio :




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

4 excellent — deteriorated __“ unaltered 4 original site

. good ____ruins __ altered —___moved date & ge = ISR
S0 tall ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Heights Rockefeller Building is a large J-shaped structure located
on the northeast corner of Mayfield and Lee roads. It has a total street
frontage of 579 feet, of which 193 feet is on Lee Road, 238 on Mayfield
Road, 70 on Bolton Road, and two 39-foot diagonal sections at the corners.
The building contains shops at ground level, and apartments and offices
on the upper floors. There are also apartments on the ground floor of

the Bolton-Lee corner of the building, which contains the apartment
entrance.

The building is French Norman in style, freely interpreted. It consists
of a 33-story main block and two 2-story wings. The latter vary in height
and setback, giving it the appearance of a Norman village. The building
is of concrete, brick, and tile construction, and has a full basement with
concrete block foundation. There are metal casement windows throughout.

The main block, at the Mayfield-Lee corner, features a steep hipped roof
of slate with hipped=-roof dormers, stone quoins, and a gabled entrance
bay faced with tapestry brick and oak half-timbering. The entrance is
contained in a recessed Tudor arch of sandstone.

The ground floor of the building is of local sandstone. Upper floors
incorporate brick laid in English bond, tapestry brick with oak half-
timbering, and wavy-edged cedar siding. The two wings have flat roofs
concealed behind hipped parapets of slate; skylights admit light and air

to hallways and (in the apartments of the Lee Road wing) bathrooms. Pro-
jecting bays with gabled roofs mark the principal entrances to the building
and, in the Mayfield Road wing, to the second-floor bank. These, together
with the irregular roofline and rich use of materials, give the building
great visual variety. The original storefronts are intact. The present
signage on the Mayfield Road wing was added later.

A paved parking area 250 feet long and 50 feet wide, located between the
street and the building on Mayfield Road, is an original feature of the
building. At the rear, the building encloses a pleasantly landscaped
courtyard with paved circular drive and a small parking area. On the
northeast corner of the parcel is a brick 15-car garage with caretaker's
apartment above. The two-story central block has wavy-edged cedar siding,
a hipped roof of slate, and hipped-roof dormers.

Of particular merit inside is the original second-floor bank, reached by

a broad stairway from a small ground-floor lobby. It features hand-painted,
beamed ceilings, iron chandeliers, oak woodwork, a large carved stone
fireplace, and virtually all of its original furnishings, %ncludlng

banking tables with their slag-glass lamps. Elsewhere inside, the
apartments remain virtually unaltered while many of the offices have

been remodeled, as has the main lobby.

The Heights Rockefeller Building is located at a busy commercial cross-



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form
Heights Rockefeller Building, Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga
Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page 1

roads. Two commercial buildings of the same period (though not of the

same style) occupy the southeast and southwest corners of the Mayfield-

Lee intersection, while a modern office building (ca. 1950s) occupies

the northwest corner. Diagonally across Mayfield Road is The Civic (1928),
formerly the Temple on the Heights, the first Jewish synagogue in Cleveland
Heights. A parking lot and home for the aged adjoin the building on the
east side.

Item Number 6 == continued
Cleveland Heights Landmark
1976 - Local

City of Cleveland Heights
2953 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Item Number 9 == continued

Goulder, Grace. John D. Rockefeller: The Cleveland Years. Cleveland:
The Western Reserve Historical Society, 1972.

"Mr. Rockefeller Returns to Cleveland." Fortune, July 1931, pp. 30-31+.
The New York Times, July 27, 1965.

Price, Matlack. "Forest Hill, Cleveland, Ohio." Architecture 65 (March
1932): 125-136.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric _ X community planning _ landscape architecture ____ religion

____1400-1499  archeology-historic ____ conservation . law ____ science

. 1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics __ literature ____ sculpture

_1600-1699 X architecture ___ education __ military ___ social/

__1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering _____music humanitarian
~1800-1899 __ commerce _____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —_ theater

#1900 ____ communications __industry ____ politics/government ___ transportation

____invention ____ other (specity)

Builder/Architect Andrew J. Thomas

Specific dates 1—930_,

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Built in 1930 by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the Heights Rockefeller Building
is significant for its association with an unusual chapter in the develop-
ment of suburban Cleveland and because it represents one period's vision

of advanced standards of community planning. The building was intended

to serve as the commercial heart of Rockefeller's Forest Hill real estate
development, located on the site of his family's longtime summer home.
Designed by New York architect Andrew J. Thomas, Forest Hill was conceived
as a model village of 600 homes. An inn, country club, business block,

and apartment houses were also envisioned, all in the French Norman style.
Only 81 houses (located nearby in East Cleveland) and this so-called
"community store building" were built before the project was abandoned as

a financial failure. Apart from its history, the Heights Rockefeller
Building is significant as a fine example of French Norman architecture,

a style adopted by many architects of the era as they sought historical
references for their work. The building's second-floor bank, still occupied
by the original tenamt, is particularly notable.

(Note: The Heights Rockefeller Building is geographically separate from
the Forest Hill houses, which are not included in this nomination.)

History

The Heights Rockefeller Building was erected in 1930 by the Abeyton Realty
Corporation under the direction of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. (1874=1960).
It stands on a portion of Forest Hill, the Rockefeller family's longtime
summer home,

In 1873 John D. Rockefeller, Sr. purchased a large tract of land bordering
Euclid Avenue in Fast Cleveland and gradually added to it until he had
acquired several hundreds of acres stretching from East Cleveland into
Cleveland Heights. Although Rockefeller established his legal residence

in New York in 1884, he returned with his family to Cleveland every spring
to live at Forest Hill until late fall. It is said that John D. Rockefeller,
Jr.'s generous support of conservation projects stemmed from his boyhood
days at Forest Hill, where he developed his lifelong love of nature.

The Eockefeller summer house was destroyed by fire in 1917, and in 1923
ownership of the Forest Hill estate was conveyed to the younger Rockefeller.
Under his custody, the estate was broken up, portions of it providing

sites for a school and hospital and, later, Forest Hill Park.

In the late 1920s, in collaboration with architect Andrew J. Thomas (1875-
1965), Rockefeller undertook a large housing project on that portion of



9. Major Bibliographical References

Cleveland, Ohio. Cleveland Public Library. "Cleveland-Rockefeller Tract™
clipping file, History Department.

Cleveland Heights, Ohio. City of Cleveland Heights. ILandmark Commission
File No, 75-12

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property _A_pja:CQXPZ O,

Quadrangle name Zast Cleveland Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated progerty consists of the lot identified by Cuyahoga County
permenent parcel #681-29-02. It is approximately 360 feet wide by 245 feet
deep. This boundary represents the original parcel on which Abeyton Realty

Ps:ggﬁlé a lonngrec RS forp Du:h‘é%:lévgrlapping state or county boundaries

es and counties for proper
state N / 14 code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Carol Poh Miller, Historic Preservation Consultant

name/title

. under contract with John Barr/
organization Nighttown Inc. date November 15, 1985
street & number 2940 Somerton Road telephone (216) 321-3940
city or town Cleveland Heights state Chio

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

/
____ national ____state L. local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natio;zgll\?egister and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National\Park Service.

Y
|

State Historic Preservation Officer signature LL/ - \ ‘;f’/ffn

title = /‘7Z /O C) date S A / / { G
For NPS use only & /

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
7 v s date - e i 4

eeper of the Nationé/l Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form oo e

Heights Rockefeller Building ;
Contirslation sheet . Ciea an|<2er}'i1e':ug'|'}‘1tt’:gr, 8 County, O

Page1

the estate east of Lee Road. Thomas drew up plans and produced models
for a village containing 600 middle-priced homes in the French Norman
style. A business block, apartment houses, and a country club and inn
were also envisioned as part of the development. Abeyton Realty Corpora-
tion, with James C. Jones serving as local manager, supervised the
Project. In September 1930, with 81 houses finished or under way and the
$750,000 Heights Rockefeller Building under construction, the project was
finally announced to the public.?

Andrew J. Thomas's vision of a model village included curving streets,
garages built out of sight in the foundations of the houses, and under-
ground wiring. He chose the French Norman style, according to one
architectural reporter, "because it possesses both style and character
without too much insistence on any period or nationality, and because it
affords a ready opportunity for the use of permanent and interesting
building materials." The architect is said to have developed a special
brick, fired in a range of soft, warm tones, for the project. He used it
in combination with Chio sandstone, solid ogk half-timbering, wavy-edged
cedar siding, hand-split shakes, and slate.

Thomas's primary and lifelong interest was housing. Self-educated, he
designed millions of dollars worth of (mostly low-income) housing projects
for John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and popularized the garden apartment. During
a T5-year career, he designed model projects in Bayonne, N.J., Long

Island City, Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan, and the Bronx. The Forest Hill
development is believed to be his only work in Ohio.

The opening of the Cleveland Trust Company bank and the establishment of
headquarters of the Abeyton Realty Corporation in the Heights Rockefeller
Building on May 2, 1931, marked the formal opening of the building, although
several apartments already were occupied. DNegotiations with other tenants
reportedly were still under way, and city directories confirm that a
substantial portion of the building, including several storefronts,
remained vacant well into the decade. In addition to the Cleveland Trust
(now Ameritrust) Company, early tenants included the Jack Frost Beauty
Shop (still in business there) and a branch of the Kroger grocery store.
Streich Pharmacy occupied a store in the Mayfield Road wing of the
building beginning in the late 1930s. (It closed only recently.)

Financially, Rockefeller's Forest Hill project was less than successful.
By July 1931 only five of the development's 81 homes had been sold and
Rockefeller's plans were in abeyance. Fortune magazine judged the project
a failure, "not because it is badly planned, but because it is a New York

1Cle eland Plain Dealer, September 21, 1930.

®Matlack Price, "Forest Hill, Cleveland, Ohio," Architecture 65
(March 1932): 133,
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project located in Cleveland"; young executives at whom Forest Hill was
targeted, the magazine explained, could find better values elsewhere in

a city where real estate prices were far lower than in New York. The
houses in Forest Hill were priced out of reach of Cleveland's middle class,
and those who could afford them saw greater architectural diversity and
more accessible public transportation in the Van Sweringen's nearby
development of Shaker Heights.3

Yet if Fortune judged Forest Hill a failure, architectural journals of
the day did not. "Mr. Thomas with his ability as a designer has put
architectural charm into the community," Architectural Record reported
in April 1931.4 And according to Matlack Price, writing in Architecture,
Forest Hill represented "the architect's able contribution to advanced
standards of community planning." DPrice further commented that the
architect had achieved an_important balance between "unity versus chaos;
variety versus monotony."

Completion of 81 houses and the community store building6 marked the end
of Rockefeller's venture at Forest Hill., The development was eventually
s0ld and completed between 1940 and 1950 in a contemporary style. In

1939 the Heights Rockefeller Building was sold to Elizabeth G. Augustus;
in 1954 to Jay W. Barber Inc.; and in 1968 to the Cleveland Trust Company
acting as trustee for the Medusa Salaried Pension Fund (Medusa Portland
Cement Company). The present owner, Nighttown Inc., purchased the
building in 1984, John Barr, president of Nighttown, is a prominent
restauranteur in Greater Cleveland. Currently all but one of the building's
12 apartments are occupied, while business tenants include an architect,
photography studio, accountants, attorneys, medical and advertising
offices, a florist, bank, and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. A new
restaurant is planned for two currently vacant storefronts in the Mayfiéld
Road wing.

3"Mr. Rockefeller Returns to Cleveland," Fortune, July 1931, p. 31.

4"Forest Hill Subdivision, Cleveland, Ohio," Architectural Record
69 (April 1931): 346.

SPrice, "Forest Hill," pp. 135, 136.

6No name appears on the building, and newspaper and magazine articles
of the period referred to the building generically as the "community store
building™ or "business block." 1In city directories, however, it appears
as the "Heights Rockefeller Building" beginning in the 1930s.
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Heights Rockefeller Building
3091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Facade. looking northeast.

Photograph #1 of 9






Heights Rockefeller Building
2091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov., 1985
Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 ILee

Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Main block, looking northeast.
Photograph #2 of 9






Heights Rockefeller Building
3091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Main block, looking southeast toward
Mayfield Road, Photo shows the
context in which the nominated
property is located.

Photograph #3 of 9






Heights Rockefeller Building
3091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov., 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee.
Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Facade, Mayfield Road wing, looking
northwest.

Photograph #4 of 9
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Heights Rockefeller Building
3091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights

Detail, Mayfield Road wing, showing
Ameritrust (formerly Cleveland
Trust) Bank, looking north.

Photograph #5 of 9
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Heights Rockefeller Building
3091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights

Facade, Lee Road wing, looking north-

east.
Photograph #6 of 9
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Heights Rockefeller Building
%091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985
Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Rear elevation, main block and Mayfield
Road wing, looking southwest.
Photograph #7 of 9






Heights Rockefeller Building
%091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights

Rear elevation, Lee=Bolton corner, with
garage and caretaker's apartment
in foreground, looking northwest.

Photograph #8 of 9






Heights Rockefeller Building
3091 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Carol Poh Miller photograph, Nov. 1985

Neg. property of John Barr, 2479 Lee
Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Interior, Ameritrust (formerly Cleve-
land Trust) Bank.,

Photograph #9 of 9
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Ohio Historic Preservation Office

1985 Velma Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211 q
614/466-1500 ———

OHIO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
SINCE 1885

April 2, 1986

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

1100 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Carol:

Enclosed are seven new National Register nominations. All of the appropriate
notification procedures have been followed for these new submissions. Please
note that we have received letters waiving their right to comment from the
property owner and the City of Lima for the Barr Hotel and the property owner
and the City of Circleville for St. Philip's Episcopal Church. Please do
everything possible to expedite the |isting of these two nominations. Please
give a substantive review to St. Joseph's Catholic Church.

New Submissions County
Barr Hotel (amendment to Lima Multiple

Resource Area) Allen
Church of the Ascension Columbiana
Detroit-Warren Bullding Cuyahoga
Heights-Rockefel ler Building Cuyahoga
St. Joseph's Cathol ic Church Perry
St. Philip's Episcopal Church Pickaway
Layman, Christopher C., Law Office Sandusky

Please contact me If you have any questions.

Sincerely,

PN 2.
W. Ray Luce

State Historic Preservation Office
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