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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a three-story house of steel, glass block, brick and
stucco construction, The external form is basically symmetrical,
The walls of the first story are glass block, Plate glass windows
reach from floor to ceiling, The upper stories are faced with
stucco, whose original color is not known, The second and third
story windows have steel casements. The attached garage on the
south side is of brick and has a deck with a curved railing suggest-
ing an ocean liner, The deck and second story roofs are flat; the
third story penthouse has a hipped roof,

The interior spaces are open and light, Although small in absol-
ute scale, the rooms appear larger because of their simplicity., The
living room extends across the north front and east side of the
house, The mirrored fireplace wall has a curved hearth which
produces a very characteristic effect. The kitchen is functionally
designed with large expanses of plywood walls and cupboards. All
interior walls are of plywood and veneered plywood. The doors
are recessed sliding ones. Floors are of "Armenite,'" a trade-named
masonite board, over which linoleum was laid, The stairwell is
framed by slender vertical stainless steel rods. The upper hall
has a curved wooden wall again suggesting the ocean liner aesthetic.
The third floor penthouse served as the owner's studio., All of the
interiors suggest very much Le Corbusier's dictum 'a machine for
living," The house is virtually unaltered,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Burdick house is a very rare example of a residence
- in the Midwest designed according to the principles of the Intsr-
national Style. According to Whiffen, this ''revolutionary style
of the earlier twentieth century (is now) a thing of the past,"
i, €., historic, as an independent style,

The house was built in 1938 at the height of the influence
of the European style in the United States. It was designed by
architect Harold B, Burdick as his own residence, and was
planned.as a prototype for mass-produced middle income living,
Also significant is the use of materials not commonly used in
domestic architecture at that date, All of Burdick's other known
work seems to have been in the traditional styles. He was
associated with the notable Cleveland firms of Meade & Hamilton
and Walker & Weeks, assisting in the design of the Federal
Reserve Bank (National Register) in 1922 and Moreland Courts
in Shaker Heights in 1929, Burdick lived in this house from
1939 until his death in 1947,
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Appendix B. National Register Criteria.

The following criteria have been established by the Secretary of the
Interior for use in evaluating and determining the eligibility of
properties for listing on the National Register: The quality of
significance in American history, architecture, archeology, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and
objects of State and local importance that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association and:

(1) That are associated with events that have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

(2) That are associated with the lives of persons significant
in our past; or

(3) That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, method of construction, or that represent the work of a
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction; or

(4) That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information

in prehistory or history.

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures,
properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious

purposes, structures that have been moved from their original



