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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Alcazar is an apartment hotel i n a Spanish-Moorish eclect ic 
id iom, compris ing 176 apartmemts of one to four rooms, most of which 
have kitchenettes. The o r ig ina l plan had 175 apartments of one to s i x rooms . 
The bui lding is an i r r e g u l a r pentagon fac ing the corner of Surrey and Derby­
shi re . The ma in block of the corner entrance is f ive s tor ies high, the wings 
f o u r . One co r r i do r runs around the ent i re bui ld ing w i t h apartments on ei ther 
side, the whole enclosing a garden patio. The ex te r io r ma te r i a l s are g rey i sh -
yel low b r i c k w i t h details in a d u l l p ink cement, which unfortunately was 
painted over a f te r careless patching i n grey cement. 

The more obvious M o o r i s h charac te r i s t ics are in the i n t e r i o r , ma in ly 
in the f o r m of c o l o r f u l glazed t i les copied f r o m those i n the Alcazar i n 
Sevil le , and other Spanish sources. The r i s e r s of the steep steps of the 
entrance are crude geometric t i l e s , as are those of the s ta i r s leading f r o m 
the lounge to the ga l l e ry . The hexagonal lounge i n the entrance corner of the 
plan has a three foot dado of i n t r i c a t e l y designed glazed t i les . Most of them 
are of M o o r i s h design taken f r o m the Alcazar i n Sevi l le . A few are the more 
contained and f l o r a l Spanish s ty le . These t i l es may have been made by the 
Rossman Ti le Corp. , as their 1929 brochure shows several of the t i les 
used i n the Alcaza r . In the center of the lounge is an hexagonal pool w i t h 
a sma l l sculptured fountain, contained i n a t i l e border and w i t h crude 
geometr ic t i les scattered on the f l oo r of the pool . 

A ga l le ry runs around the lounge c a r r i e d on hexagonal columns w i t h 
sp i r a l moldings at the angles and w i t h dragons carved on the capi tals . The 
recept ion desk is f r a m e d in wrought i r o n and the glass doors of the entrance 
have wrought i r o n g r i l l e s , as do the side windows of the Pal ladian m o t i f 
which looks out onto the patio. Doorways are not arched but are bordered 
in bold squared-off sculptured f r a m e s . A t h i r d w a l l ca r r i e s a massive 
Medieval f i rep lace wi th a cartouche f lanked by l ion-headed dragons, a 
m o t i f found in some of the Seville Spanish t i l e s . -•••• ' - ' • 

The public dining r o o m has a beamed and stuccoed ce i l ing i n character 
w i t h the Spanish s tyle . A l t e r ed over the years , the r o o m has recent ly been 
remodeled again, this t ime closer to the s p i r i t of the o r i g i n a l . The pr iva te 
dining r o o m has been al tered, as has the f o r m e r l i b r a r y lounge. Both are 
undergoing redecorat ion, fo l lowing such clues as r e m a i n . There are no 
records of the o r ig ina l i n t e r i o r s . On the f i f t h f l oo r is a b a l l r o o m w i t h r"-
accessory ki tchen which is undergoing re s to ra t ion . 

The patio garden today is as i t was o r i g i n a l l y designed. The stucco 
of the patio wal ls needs res to ra t ion which the new owners hope to be able 
to do shdr t ly . The ma in patio entrance is a large s e m i - c i r c u l a r a r ch 
surmounted by t i e r s of window arcades. In the center of the patio is a 
c i r c u l a r fountain f u r t h e r described i n paragraph 8. 

• I ' l . .. .... ' y ',y'- . ' 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The design of the Alcazar Hotel i s , by intent ion, remin iscen t of the 
complex i n St. Augustine, F l o r i d a , which includes the Hotels Ponce de Leon 
and Alcaza r , bu i l t by Car re re & Hastings f o r Henry F lag ler i n the 1880s. 
I t is s igni f icant that greater Cleveland has an Alcazar remin iscen t of F lag le r ' s 
hotels , as they were bu i l t w i t h money that was o r i g i n a l l y made i n Cleveland 
when Flag ler made his f i r s t for tune as a par tner of John D. Rockefe l l e r . 
Though the gap i n the dates of the hotels is too great f o r a general cu l tu ra l 
inf luence, there is documentation of d i rec t i m i t a t i o n . The general vogue f o r 
Spanish a rch i tec ture i n the 1920s, of which the Cleveland Heights Alcazar is 
an ear ly representat ive, is re la ted to the F lo r i da boom of those years , 
especial ly around P a l m Beach and M i a m i . West Coast influence does not seem 
as apparent, f o r i t had both a Miss ion and a Churrigueresque f l a v o r ra ther 
than M o o r i s h . 

Cleveland archi tec t H . T . J e f f e ry established the resemblance to the 
F l o r i d a hotels by the p i tch of the red t i l e roofs and the overhanging r o o f l i n e , 
by the arcade of long windows w i t h balcony on the f o u r t h f l o o r of the facade 
and on the sides of the m a i n block, by the c lo is ter arcade of the patio, and 
the long ve r t i c a l s of the decorated chimneys f lanking the facade. M r . Kent 
H . Smith , f o r m e r secretary of the Alcazar Company which bu i l t the hote l , .> 
w r i t e s that his par tner George Hale especial ly wanted to copy the patio of .,.,,,„. 
the St. Augustine A l c a z a r . The amusing c i r c u l a r fountain w i t h a t a l l f i n i a l 
and spouting f rogs and tu r t l e s is a copy of the one i n the Court of the Hotel 
Ponce de Leon. The fountain was made, as was a l l the scu lp tura l work , by 
the loca l ly we l l -known f i r m of Fischer and J i rouch . 

The Alcazar was b u i l t as an apartment hotel i n 1923. I t seems to have 
been used fo r the more sedate f o r m s of enter tainment . In the 1920s the hotel 
adver t ised dining and dancing f r o m 6:30 to 10:30 Saturdays. In the 1930s there 
were tea dances. Town Topics also records musicales held i n the b a l l r o o m 
and a dancing school r e c i t a l and pa r ty . The hotel was recent ly acquired by 
Western Reserve Residences, a Chr i s t i an Science organizat ion, f o r use as 
a p r iva te residence hote l . 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l F o r u m , November, 1924. 
Montoto, Santiago, La Catedrale y el Alcazar de Sevi l la . 
Rossman C o r p . , Rossman Spanish Ti les (1929). ' 'r ';* 
Cleveland Town Topics and Cleveland Bystander. -f̂ ^ •< •; 
Le t te r f r o m Kent H . Smi th . 
St. Augustine; Views of the Old F l o r i d a City (New Y o r k , 1891). 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY a p p r O X . 1 . 5 a c r e S 

QUADRANGLE NAME E a s t C l e v e l a n d Q U A D R A N G L E S C A L E 1 : 2 4 . 0 0 0 
UTM REFERENCES 

A j l , 7 | |4 | 5,015,3,01 14,5 19,414.4.0 1 Bl , 1 1 1 . 1 . , 1 1 . 1 . 1 . 1 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c| 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 , 1 . . 1 D1 , 1 1 1 . 1 , , 1 1 . 1 . 1 . 1 
El 1 1 1 1 , 1 . , i t . 1 1 1 . . 1 Fl , 1 I I 1 1 . . I I . 1 1 1 , 1 
GI , 1 1 1 • 1 I I 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 . 1 Hi . I I 1 . 1 . . J 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The p roper ty consists of the lo t known as Permanent Pa rce l number 
685-16-40, and measur ing 394.82 feet on Surrey Road by 201.62 feet deep, * 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

* a n d 2 7 0 . 1 5 f e e t o n D e r b y s h i r e R o a d b y 1 8 5 . 8 f e e t d e e p . 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

DFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Mary -Pea l e Schofield, Cleveland Heights Landmarks Commiss ion 

E r i c Johannesen 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l Society June, 1978 
STREETS. NUMBER '. ~ ~i TELEPHONE 

10825 East Bou leva rd 216-721-5722 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cleveland Ohio 

HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; , , : ; , . 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service, 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE ia/<g A ^ 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED INTHE NATfONAL REGISTER  

- d ^ ^ j j U . . . , ^ ^ ^ D A T E ^ - i ' 'K69»ER0F THE NATtONAJL REGISTER ~. 
DATE 
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CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE o n e 

A L C A Z A R H O T E L , Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga County, 0. 

The Alcazar Hotel was the f i r s t suburban hotel i n the greater Cleveland 
met ropo l i t an area, i ts 175 apartments p r i m a r i l y serv ing a res iden t ia l 
and f a m i l y cl ientele . 

The Alcazar Hotel was the only res iden t ia l hotel i n the Spanish r e v i v a l 
i d i o m in the suburban Heights. There was no d i rec t connection w i t h the 
Ca l i fo rn ia Mis s ion Style (Whiffen) . There are only a ve ry few Spanish 
r e v i v a l or Mis s ion Style residences i n the Cleveland area, and there 
was no such general t rend there . 

Instead, the owners of the Alcazar spec i f i ca l ly wanted an i m i t a t i o n of 
the F lo r ida hotels mentioned. The thoroughness of the commiss ion is 
demonstrated by the a rch i t ec tu ra l and decorative features which are 
described i n detai l i n Section 7 (please see). The bui ld ing epitomizes 
the fact that every style, per iod , and place was " f a i r game" f o r the 
eclectic a rchi tec t . 

Fischer and J i rouch, the f i r m which executed the scu lp tura l work , 
were the p r i m a r y decorative ar t isans of Cleveland, having done the 
sculptura l work on most of the m a j o r public and pr iva te buildings 
of the per iod . H a r r y T . Je f fe ry was ch ie f ly a res iden t ia l a rch i t ec t . 

The Alcazar Hotel was designated by the Cleveland Heights Landmark 
Commission on September 14, 1978. 
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