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The Alcazar is an apartment hotel in a Spanish-Moorish eclectic
idiom, comprising 176 apartmemts of one to four rooms, most of which
have kitchenettes. The original plan had 175 apartments of one to six rooms.
The building is an irregular pentagon facing the corner of Surrey and Derby-
shire. The main block of the corner entrance is five stories high, the wings
four. One corridor runs around the entire building with apartments on either
side, the whole enclosing a garden patio. The exterior materials are greyish-
yellow brick with details in a dull pink cement, which unfortunately was
painted over after careless patching in grey cement.

The more obvious Moorish characteristics are in the interior, mainly
in the form of colorful glazed tiles copied from those in the Alcazar in
Seville, and other Spanish sources. The risers of the steep steps of the
entrance are crude geometric tiles, as are those of the stairs leading from
the lounge to the gallery. The hexagonal lounge in the entrance corner of the
plan has a three foot dado of intricately designed glazed tiles. Most of them
are of Moorish design taken from the Alcazar in Seville. A few are the more
contained and floral Spanish style. These tiles may have been made by the
Rossman Tile Corp., as their 1929 brochure shows several of the tiles
used in the Alcazar. In the center of the lounge is an hexagonal pool with
a small sculptured fountain, contained in a tile border and with crude
geometric tiles scattered on the floor of the pool.

A gallery runs around the lounge carried on hexagonal columns with
spiral moldings at the angles and with dragons carved on the capitals. The
reception desk is framed in wrought iron and the glass doors of the entrance
have wrought iron grilles, as do the side windows of the Palladian motif
which looks out onto the patio. Doorways are not arched but are bordered
in bold squared-off sculptured frames. A third wall carries a massive
Medieval fireplace with a cartouche flanked by lion-headed dragons, a
motif found in some of the Seville Spanish tiles.

The public dining room has a beamed and stuccoed ceiling in character
with the Spanish style. Altered over the years, the room has recently been
remodeled again, this time closer to the spirit of the original. The private
dining room has been altered, as has the former library lounge. Both are
undergoing redecoration, following such clues as remain. There are no
records of the original interiors. On the fifth floor is a ballroom with
accessory kitchen which is undergoing restoration.

The patio garden today is as it was originally designed. The stucco
of the patio walls needs restoration which the new owners hope to be able
to do shortly. The main patio entrance is a large semi-circular arch
surmounted by tiers of window arcades. In the center of the patio is a
circular fountain further described in paragraph 8.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The design of the Alcazar Hotel is, by intention, reminiscent of the
complex in St. Augustine, Florida, which includes the Hotels Ponce de Leon
and Alcazar, built by Carrere & Hastings for Henry Flagler in the 1880s.

It is significant that greater Cleveland has an Alcazar reminiscent of Flagler's
hotels, as they were built with money that was originally made in Cleveland
when Flagler made his first fortune as a partner of John D. Rockefeller.
Though the gap in the dates of the hotels is too great for a general cultural
influence, there is documentation of direct imitation. The general vogue for
Spanish architecture in the 1920s, of which the Cleveland Heights Alcazar is
an early representative, is related to the Florida boom of those years,
especially around Palm Beach and Miami. West Coast influence does not seem
as apparent, for it had both a Mission and a Churrigueresque flavor rather
than Moorish.

Cleveland architect H. T. Jeffery established the resemblance to the
Florida hotels by the pitch of the red tile roofs and the overhanging roofline,
by the arcade of long windows with balcony on the fourth floor of the facade
and on the sides of the main block, by the cloister arcade of the patio, and
the long verticals of the decorated chimneys flanking the facade. Mr. Kent
H. Smith, former secretary of the Alcazar Company which built the hotel,
writes that his partner George Hale especially wanted to copy the patio of
the St. Augustine Alcazar. The amusing circular fountain with a tall finial
and spouting frogs and turtles is a copy of the one in the Court of the Hotel
Ponce de Leon. The fountain was made, as was all the sculptural work, by
the locally well-known firm of Fischer and Jirouch.

The Alcazar was built as an apartment hotel in 1923. It seems to have
been used for the more sedate forms of entertainment. In the 1920s the hotel
advertised dining and dancing from 6:30 to 10:30 Saturdays. In the 1930s there
were tea dances. Town Topics also records musicales held in the ballroom
and a dancing school recital and party. The hotel was recently acquired by
Western Reserve Residences, a Christian Science organization, for use as
a private residence hotel.
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ALCAZAR HOTEL , Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga County, O.

The Alcazar Hotel was the first suburban hotel in the greater Cleveland
metropolitan area, its 175 apartments primarily serving a residential
and family clientele.

The Alcazar Hotel was the only residential hotel in the Spanish revival
idiom in the suburban Heights. There was no direct connection with the
California Mission Style (Whiffen). There are only a very few Spanish
revival or Mission Style residences in the Cleveland area, and there
was no such general trend there.

Instead, the owners of the Alcazar specifically wanted an imitation of
the Florida hotels mentioned. The thoroughness of the commission is
demonstrated by the architectural and decorative features which are
described in detail in Section 7 (please see). The building epitomizes
the fact that every style, period, and place was ''fair game' for the
eclectic architect.

Fischer and Jirouch, the firm which executed the sculptural work,
were the primary decorative artisans of Cleveland, having done the
sculptural work on most of the major public and private buildings
of the period. Harry T. Jeffery was chiefly a residential architect.

The Alcazar Hotel was designated by the Cleveland Heights Landmark
Commission on September 14, 1978.
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Alcazar Hotel Ohio
Cleveland Heights Cuyahoga Co.
Johannesen 1978 ~ W.R.H:8.

APR | T 9T .l

1. Facade, north and west

elevations, looking SE.
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Alcazar Hotel Ohio
Cleveland Heights Cuyahoga Co.
Johannesen 1978 ' W.R.H.S.

APR | T 97
2. Lobby and gallery, looking
toward entrance,

JAN 8 1979
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Alcazar Hotel Ohio
Cleveland Heights Cuyahoga Co
Johannesen 719(78 W.R.H.S
Arn | [ 900 :

3. Patio, showing frog fountain,

looking Norj}f\lﬂ g 1979






Alcazar Hotel, Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga
County Ohio

4. floor plan
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