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ARTICLE ¥HSEVEN. NOMINATIONS-AND, ELECTIONS, AND REMOVAL

SECHON-7.1. TIME OF HOLDING ELECTIONS-

— TheregularRegular municipal eleetionelections shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November in the-odd numbered years. Any matter whiehthat, by the terms of this Charter,
may be submitted to the electors of the City at anya special election, may also be submitted at the time

of a primary-election-or-ofa-general election.

When there exists a vacancy in the Council, an election for the unexpired term shall be held as
provided in Section 3.3.

- When there exists a Vacancy 1n the office of the Mayor an electlon for Mayer—&hal—l—b%held—eﬂ—th%ﬁfst

Section 4.6.
—_This section shall become effective January 1, 202420 XX].

SECHON-_7.2. BALLOTS-

—The (a) Except as prov1ded in thls section, the ballots used in all electlons prov1ded for in this Charter
shall be pape e w
genelaalfconmstent Wlth the electlon laws of the State of Ohlo

— (b) The ballots used in all elections provided for in thisthe Charter shall be without party marks or
designations. The names of all candidates for any office shall be placed upon the same ballot-and-the
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SECHON-7.3. PEFHTHONNOMINATING PETITIONS FOR PLACES ON BALLOTS-

— The name of any-elector-ef-the a candidate who meets the qualifications for holding City office shall
be printed upon the ballot as a candidate if there is a nominating petition filed with the election
authorities prescribed by general-law-a-petition-the election laws of the State of Ohio in accordance with
the following requirements:

— (a)—_SuehThe petition shall state the name and place of residence of the person whose name is
presented for a place upon the ballot and the name of the office for which kethe person is a candidate.
The nomination of each candidate shall be made by separate petition.

- (b) SﬂehThe petltlon fora candldate for Mayor shall be s1gned by three hundred ( 300) electors of the

— {e) SuchpetitionshallnetCouncil shall be signed by anyone hundred and fifty (150) electors of the
City.

( c) No petition may be s1gned more than one hundred elghty (1 80) days pﬂer—te—the—d-ate—estabhshed—m
eeftl-ﬁeel—feﬁhe—eﬁﬁee—ef—Mayefbefore the date of the apphcable electlon and such petltlons shall be

filed with the election authorities prescribed by general law not later than 4:00 p.m. on the ninetieth

(90th) day priertebefore the date set for thatprimarythe applicable electionsregardless-of-whetherornot
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SECTION 7.4. ACCEPTANCE-

— Any person whose name has been submitted for candidacy by anysueh-petition shall file an
acceptance of s&el%candldacy w1th the electlon auth0r1t1es net—Later—thanat least elghty ﬁve (85) days

pﬁm&w%s—a%eqﬁ*eﬁe—b&held—fe&a—k@efﬂbefore the date of the applicable election; otherwise,
the name of that person shall not appear on the ballot. The signature of a candidate upon a declaration of
candidacy contained as part of petitionsa petition filed with the election authorities, in accordance with
fawsthe election laws of the State of Ohio shall constitute compliance with the requirements of this

scction. This section shall become effective January 12021,
SECHON-7.5. WHO-ELECTED-WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

— Fhe-vetermay A person seeking election as a write-the-name-efany-in candidate whe-has-properhy
filedshall file a declaration as-a-write-in-candidateof intent with the election authorities en-or-before-the

at least seventy seeend—@%nd}—day WO (72) day before the date establ—tshed—m—Seet}en—VI-I—l—fer—the

eﬁﬁeeef—Mayer—regafd-}ess—of whethe : e

applicable election. SuehThe declaratlon shall state the person’s name ef—theeand&dat%m&er—herand
place of residence; and the office for which he-ershe-desiresthe person intends to run. A-write-in
candidateshall-be-an-elector-A voter may write on the ballot the name of any person who has properly
and timely filed a declaration of intent to run as a write-in candidate, and that vote shall be counted.

Declarations of candidacy for write-in candidates shall be made on standard forms provided by the City
atthe-clection authorities prescribed by the general laws of the State of Ohio and submitted within a
period of time his-or-her-declaration-as-such-a-candidate-tsfed-withprescribed by the general laws of

the clectionauthortbesThissectionshat-becomeelfectve Janvary1-202151a1e ol Olhio.

* 3k ¥

7.8. REMOVAL

Any official of this City shall be subject to removal in such manner as is now or may hereafter be
provided by the general laws of Ohio, or by this Charter.

In addition, Council may remove any elected official of the City for failing or ceasing to possess any
qualification established by this Charter for that office or who has violated the general laws of the State
of Ohio governing the ethical conduct of public officials and employees. However, that expulsion may
take place only upon Council acting by affirmative vote of at least five (5) of its members, and only after
the accused official has been given an opportunity to be heard. At least ten (10) days before the hearing,
the accused official shall be given both written notice of the time and place of the hearing and a written
statement of the charges advanced as the basis for the expulsion.

ARTICLE VHEIGHT. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

SECHON-8.1. INITIATIVE-
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— (a) The people reserve unteto themselves the right-te-prepese, by initiative petition, anylegislative
measureto propose any ordinance or resolution, including the repeal of any ordinances or resolutions

adopted by the Council, approved by referendum vote or initiated by the people. Sueh-A legislative
initiative petition-must-contain-thesignatares-of notless-than-tenpereent-ofthe- shall be signed by
electors of the City equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the total vote cast at the last preceding general
municipal election.

-~ _(b) When there shall have been filed a petition signed by the aforestated required number of electors

proposing an ordinance or other measure;- has been signed by the required number of persons and duly
filed with the Clerk shall-of Council, the Clerk shall, at the next regular Council meeting, certify the
samepetition to the Council-at-the-nextregular. At that meeting, and-the Council shall-at-enee read the
petition and refer the-sameit to an appropriate committee of Council, which may be the committee of the
wholespreviston-may-be-made. The committee of Council to which the petition is referred shall provide
for public hearingsupen-meetings, with opportunity for public comments, on the proposed legislation
before-the-committee-to-which-itisreferred:thereafter. Not later than the second regular meeting of the
Council following the meeting at which the proposed measure was certified to the Council by the Clerk,
the committee shal-of Council shall report the proposed measure to the Counc11 long w1th its
recommendatlons ; : : 37 wing-th

shall then proceed to cons1der %h%&melt and shal—l—take ﬁnal action %hereeﬁ—w%hmon the proposed

measure not later than thirty (30) days fremfollowing the date of such-committee'sthe committee of
Council's report- and recommendations to Council. If the Council rejects the proposed measure, fails to
act on it within the time prescribed, or passes it in a form different from that set forth in the petition, the
committee of the petitioners may require that it be submitted to a vote of the electors of the City in its
original forms;-et. Alternatively, the committee of petitioners may require that #the proposed measure be
submitted to a vote of the electors_of the City with any proposed change, addition or amendment whick
wasthat had been presented-in-writing, either at a public hearing before the committee of Council to
which suehthe proposed measure washad been referred, or during the consideration thereef-by-the
Counetl-and— of the proposed measure by the Council. If the committee of petitioners intends to require
a submission of the measure for a vote, it shall certify suehfaetthat intent to the Clerk wwithinin writing
no later than ten (10) days after the final action on saehthe proposed measure by the Council;-whe or
after the expiration of the prescribed time without Council having acted, whichever is applicable. The
Clerk shall ferthwithpromptly certify the samecommittee of petitioners’ intent to the Council, which
shall-eal-an-eleetion provide for submitting it to a vote of the people.

— (d) No measure initiated by the people and adopted by popular vote shall be repealed by-the-Ceunetl;
or sematerially amended by it-as-te-destroy-the effeetiveness-thereefCouncil, within two (2) years after it
takes effect.

SECHON-8.2. REFERENDUM-

— Any-ordinanee-or_(a) The people reserve to themselves the right, by petition, to subject to referendum

any ordinance, resolution, or other measure passed by the Council-shal-be-subjeet-to-referendum, except
as heremafterotherwise provided—Ne in this Section. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, no

ordinance or other measure shall ge-inte-effeetbecome effective until thirty (30) days after it shalt
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havehas been passed by the Council, exeeptasherenafterprovided;-but, however, that nothing herein
contained in this Section shall prevent the City, after the passage of any ordinance or other measure,
from proceeding at once to give any notice or make any tender or publication required by sueh-athe
measure, by this Charter, by generalawthe laws of the State of Ohio, or by general-ordinance or
resolution.

When—ther%shaﬂ—lw&beeﬁ—ﬁ}ed—a—( ) pet1t10ns+g&ed—by—net—kess—thafkﬁ-ﬁeen—pefeem—e{;ﬂ&%e}eetefs

Gea-neﬂ—efderg emandmg that suehan ordmance or other measure be submltted to the eleete%s—ef—the
Citypeople for their approval or rejection; shall be signed by electors of the City equal to at least fifteen
percent (15%) of the total vote cast at the last preceding general municipal election and shall be filed
with the Clerk of Council no later than thirty (30) days after the ordinance or other measure has been
passed by the Council. When a referendum petition has been signed by the required number of electors
and duly filed, the Clerk of Council shall, at the next regular Council meeting-efthe-Ceuneil, certify
suehthe petition to the Council. FheUpon receipt of the certified petition, the Council shall
thereuponimmediately proceed to reconsider suehthe ordinance or other measure. If upon sueh
reconsideration, the ordinance or other measure beis not entirely repealed within thirty (30) days of
Council’s receipt of the petition, the Council shall provide for submitting it to a vote of the electors as

herein-elsewhere-provided—No-such-ordinance-or-measure-shall-of the City, and it shall not go into effect
unless and until approved by a majority of those voting on the-sameit.

——_(c) Whenever the Council is by-law-orprovisions-of general-erdinaneces-required by the laws of the

State of Ohio or by ordinance to pass more than one ordinance or other measure to complete the
legislation necessary to make and pay for any public improvement, the provisions of this seetiornSection
shall apply only to the first ordinance or other measure required to be passed and not to any subsequent
ordinances or other measures relating theretoto the first ordinance or measure.

— (d) Whenever the electors-shal have authorized the issuance of bonds, subsequent ordinances or other
measures relating to the issuance of saehthe bonds shall not be subject to the provisions of this
seettonSection.

— (e) Ordinances or other measures providing for appropriations for the current expenses of the City, or
for street improvements petitioned for by the owners of a majority of the feetfront feet of the property
benefited and to be specially assessed for the cost thereefof the improvements, as provided by general

law or general-ordinance, and emergency ordinances or other measures necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health or safety of the City, shall go into immediate effect and shallare
not be-subject to the provisions of this seetiernSection.

8.3. RECALL

- (a) The people reserve unto themselves the right to recall andremeve-from office any elected officer of
the City.
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—_(b) A petition demanding-thatthe-questionfor recall of remeval-ofsuchan elected officer be
submittedshall contain the name of the person sought to the-electorsshall-contain-be recalled and a

eensiseconcise statement setting forth the basis for thereeall-and-recall and shall be signed by electors of
the City equal to at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the total number of electors who voted in the most
recent regular municipal election. No petition shall be signed by-atleasttwenty—fiveperecent-fewer than
one hundred eighty (180) days following the commencement of the eleetors-ofthe-City=most recent term
of office of the elected officers whose recall is sought, and any signature affixed before that date shall
not be counted. No petition may relate to the recall of more than one elected officer.

—_(c) When there-shall-have-beenfiled-a question-petition for recall has been signed by the aferesaid
required number of electors;- and duly filed with the Clerk of Council, the Clerk shall-eertify-thesame-to
the-Counetl-, at the next regular Council meeting, certify the petition to the Council and shall at the same
time furnish a copy %hereefof the petltlon to the person member—ef—th%@eﬂﬁeﬂ—whose removal is se
sought;-and-th ] ] all an ] cstion h rem } C
pfeﬂded—&ﬂ}ess—w%hﬁkﬁ*%days—aﬁeﬁﬁeh—eeﬁkﬁeaﬂeﬁ— Unless the person whose removal is sought
member-of the-Counetl-shall- have tendered-his_tenders a written resignation to the Clerk- within no more
than five (5) days after certification of the petition to Council, the Council shall provide for submitting
the question of removal to a vote of electors

— (b (d)- If a majority of the votes cast at suchthe election on the question of remeval-of any-member-of
Counetlrecall are affirmative in favor of recall, the person whose remevalrecall is sought shall

thereupon-be deemed removed from office upon the certification of the official eanvass-efthat-election
results to the Council;-and-a

(e) A vacancy caused by suehthe recall of a member of Council shall be filled by-the-remainderefthe
Counetaccording to the provisions of Astiele-H13.4 of this Charter. A vacancy caused by the recall of
the Mayor shall be filled according to the provision of Section 4.6. No person recalled is eligible for
appointment to fill the vacancy caused by the recall.

— () If a majority of the votes cast at the election on the question of remeval-efanymemberofthe
Couneilrecall are inthe-negativeopposed to recall, the person whose remevalisrecall has been sought

shall be allowed by the Council his-reasonable expenses incident to suehthe election—Fhisseetionshall
beconie eltective January 1, 2017,

SECHON-8.4. GENERAL PROVISIONS:-

— (a) Any initiative-er, referendum-petition, or ene-for-a-recall; petition may be presented in separate
parts. Each part of anyan initiative petition shall contain a full and correct copy of the title and text of
the proposed ordinance or other measure;and-each. Each part of anya referendum petition shall contain
the number and the full and correct copy of the title of the ordinance or other measure sought to be

7
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referred, but need not contain the full text of suehthe ordinance or other measure. Each part of a recall
petition shall contain the name of the member of Council sought to be removed and the statement of
basis for removal.

- _(_)_Each sl-gﬁer—efperson signing a pet1t10n shall b&a—reg&tered#eter—e#th%@rtfhmd—shaﬂ—&gn—hﬂ

: : ~also provide that person’s
street and number— of res1dence and date of signing. All 51gnatures shall be made with ink. Each part of
any—s&eha petltlon shall contarn a Clrculator statement as requlred by the aﬁidaﬁtgeneral laws of the

g : - : -Ohio. Each part of suecha pet1t10n shall
also have prlnted thereeﬂon it the names and addresses of at least five registered(5) electors of the City,
who shall be officially regarded as filing the petition and shall constitute a committee of the petitioners

for the purpese-herein-elsewhere-namedpurposes of this Article.

— (c) All-sueh petitions shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council and all parts of any saeh-petition shall
be assembled by the Clerk as one instrument. WithinUpon the filing of a petition the Clerk shall examine
it and, not later than ten (10) days after the filing-ef-apetitionthe-Clerkshall-aseertain, determine
whether the same-is-petition has been signed by the required number of qualified electors. Upon the

completion of histhe examination, the Clerk shall endorse upon the petition a certificate of the result
thereof.

— (d) If the Clerk's certificate shows that the petition ishas an insufficient he-shall-at-eneenumber of
signatures, the Clerk shall promptly notify each member of the committee of the petitioners-herein
elsewhere-provided-for, and the petition may be amended at any time within fifteen (15) days from the
date of the Clerk's certificate of examination by filing with the Clerk an-additional-a supplement to the
petition in one or more parts with addltronal s1gnatures 1n the same manner as provided for the original
petition. fathe-ey o at-thelf, upon challenge, a
court determines that a certlﬁcate of the Clerk to the effect that the pet1t1on is sufficient is erroneous, a
similar period of time-fifteen days (15) after the final judicial determination shall be granted for
additional-petitions-atter-the final determination-of such-questionamending the petition in the same

manner.

— (e) Upon amendment by the filing of any-such-additional petitionsa supplement to the petition, the
Clerk shall-within, not later than ten (10) days thereafterafter the filing, examine the petition as thus

amended and attaeh—theretehrsendorse upon it a certrﬁcate of the result aﬂd—th%petrtrenrshal—l—thereafter
3 & atienof the

examination, Wthh shall constltute the ﬁnal determlnatron Only one supplement may be filed. The final

determination of the insufficiency of a petition shall not prevent the filing of a new petition for the same

purpose.
Jih%s&ﬁﬁeteneyef—thmmabepe#ﬁgﬂerﬁeany (f} 1n1t1at1ve referendum or recall petltlon—sha# is

deemed to be

e
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— Thefiling of aninitiative; referendum-orrecall petitienfiled by the Clerk with the Council within-the

tes-here-elsewhere provided-shall-be-computed-rontthe-on the date of the attaching ol theClerk’s
final certificate efis endorsed on the-Clerkto-sueh petition.

— (g) Whenever itbecomes-the-duty-efthe Council is required to ealiprovide for an election by reason of
the filing of an-initiative-erreferenduma petition-er-ene for initiative or referendum or recall, the

Council shall-eall-an-eleetionfor-the-submission-of such-question;orreeall set the election, at the next

regular primary-oer-general election occurring not less than sixty (60) days seror more than one hundred
twenty (120) days thereafterafter the requirement has arisen. If no saeh-regular primary-or-general

election is to be held within sueh-timethat period, the Council shall provide for ealling-a special election
to be held not less than sixty (60) days sneror more than one hundred twenty (120) days thereattertn
e&her—evem—after the requlrement has arisen; pr0V1ded The Councﬂ shall certlfy itsthe action to the

e&%h&&el*ed—twe&t—y%l%@)—dayselectlon authorltles

— When any legislative measure resulting from any initiative or referendum petition is approved by a
majority of the electors voting thereon, such legislative measure shall become effective at the time fixed
therein and if no time is fixed therein, then such legislative measure shall become effective upon its
approval by the electors; provided, however, that in the event that two or more inconsistent legislative
measures on the same subject are submitted at the same election, only the one receiving the largest
affirmative vote, not less than a majority, shall become effective.-Fhis-seetion-shal-become-effeetive

January 1, 2017,

SECHON-8.5. OFFICIAL PUBLICITY-

— Notless-than-thirty (30 (a) At least forty (40) days prierte-thebefore an election at which any-Charter

amendment;an initiated or referred legislative measure, or recall of anyan elective official is to be
submitted to the electors, the Clerk of Council shall-either:

— (& Print-and-maill) Mail materials to each registered elector-an-official publicity pamphlet;ervoter of

the City determined as of the most recent general election; and

— (b)— Publicize-offictal publieity_(2) Publish materials promptly in a newspaper published-anéd

generally circulated in the City, or if no such newspaper is published in the City, then in a newspaper of
general circulation within the City. SuehThe publication shall be made once a week for netless-thanat
least two (2) consecutive weeks with the first publication being at least thirty (30) days prierte
suehbefore the election.

— Suech-publietty pamphlet orpublicationshall (b) The materials required under this section mailed and
published shall contain aat least the full text of the-Charter-amendment; initiated or referred ordinance,

or recall petition, with their respective ballot titles, together with any explanation or argument for or
against suehthe measure or recall swhiehthat may have been filed with the Clerk of Council;-as
herematter provided.. The validity of any-Charteramendmentan initiated or referred legislative
measure, approved by the electors, and the result of anya recall election, shall not be questioned because
of technical or non-consequential errors or irregularities in saehthe mailing;-€istribution or publication.

— Notdessthan8.6. STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION
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(a) At least fifty (50) days before any-suehan elections- prompted by a petition, the committee of
petitioners designated in the petition;-as-a-result-of-which-said-eleection-is-ealled; at issue may submit to
the Clerk of Council an-explanation-er-argument-supperting-a statement in support of the pesition-taken
by-the-steners-of such-petition. - Hoa-Charter smendmentis proposed-by

(b) In the event of the Ceuneilsubmission of an initiative or referendum petition, a committee of three

(3) members of the-Council te-be-appointed by the Mayorshall-prepare-such-explanation-or-argumentIn
%heevent—eilaﬂ—ﬂﬁﬁa%edeiﬁdmaﬂe%el%memdent of Council to act on behalf of Counc11 has—faﬂed—te

bV statmg Councﬂ s posmon shall prepare an answer to the aep}aﬂaﬂe&er—afgmﬂeﬂ{statement submltted
by the committee of the-petitioners.

(c) In the easeevent of a recall eleetienselection, the effieialperson whose recall is sought may prepare
an answer to the argument-of statement submitted by the committee of petitioners.

MO oO-an alo .-A exPp O O aa asaNe a)

3 or in opposition to any measure
or recall shall be signed by the person or persons authorlzed to subm1t the sameit. No such explanation

er—&fgﬂme&t—shal-l—statement may exceed %hfeeﬁve hundred (%99500) words in length—u-ﬁless—ﬂ&epefseﬂ—ef

All statements in support of or in opposition to any legislative measure or eleeHefHecall and answers,

once filed with the Clerk, shall at all times be open to the inspection of anyone interested thereinin them.

(e) All answers and statements shall be filed with the Clerk at least forty (40) days before the applicable
election.

(1) In the case of a petition for any initiative, referendum, or recall, any civic body or committee may
prepare and submit a statement in support of or in opposition to such petition in the manner and form
prescribed in this section.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN-X3H. AMENDMENTS

- 13.1. SUBMISSION OF AMENDMENTS

_(a) Amendments to this Charter may be submitted to a vote of the electors of the City by athe Council
by an affirmative vote of at least five (5) of its members-efthe-Council-and-shall. Amendments shall be
submitted to a vote of the electors of the City by the Council when a petition for a charter amendment
has been signed by rettess-than-clectors of the City equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the total
number-of-electors-asshown -by-theseregisteredvote cast at the last preceding general ex-municipal

election, setting-forth-anysuch-propesed-amendment shall have-and has been filed in the manner and
form prescribed herein-in Sections 8.1 and 8.4 of the Charter for the submission of ordinances by

initiative petition. The amendments shall be submitted to the electors of the City at the next regular
primary-er-general election, if one shall occur not less than sixty (60) days;#er or more than one

10



Proposed Amendment #2

hundred twenty (120) days after i#ts-passage-orfilingotherwise-the-Couneil shall providefor-the-the
amendment’s submission efthe-amendmentby Council. Otherwise the Council shall provide for the

submission of the amendments at a special election to be held not less than sixty (60) days or more than
one hundred twenty (120) days after the passage or filing.

(b) At least forty (30) days before an election at which an amendment to this Charter is to be ealled-and
held-submitted to the electors, the Clerk of Council shall either:

(1) Mail materials to each elector of the City determined as of the most recent general election: or

(2) Publish materials promptly in a newspaper generally circulated in the City, or if no such newspaper
is published in the City, then in a newspaper of general circulation within the time-aforesaidCity. The
publication shall be made once a week for at least two (2) consecutive weeks with the first publication
being at least thirty (30) days before the election.

— Hany-such-propesed-_(c)If a Charter amendment is proposed by the Council, a committee of three (3)
members of the Council to be appointed by the President of Council to act on behalf of Council by
stating Council’s position shall prepare a statement in support in the manner and form prescribed in
Section 8.6 of the Charter.

(d) If a Charter amendment beis proposed either by Council or by initiative, any civic body or
committee may prepare and submit a statement in support of or opposition to the amendment in the
manner and form prescribed in Section 8.6 of the Charter.

13.2. EFFECTIVE DATE

When a proposed amendment is approved by a majority of the electors voting thereesn;on it, the
amendment shall become a part of thisthe Charter at the time fixed in the amendment:;-and-f. If no time
is fixed thereinin it, then suehthe amendment shall become a part of thisthe Charter upon its-approval-by
the-eleetors:the certification of the official election results, provided, however, that in-the-event-thatif
two_(2) or more inconsistent amendments on the same subject are submitted at the same election, only

the ene-of such-amendmentsreeervinrgamendment that both receives at least a majority and that receives

the largest affirmative vote, not less than a majority, shall become a part of thisthe Charter.

ARTICLE>¥ FOURTEEN. CHARTER REVIEW

The Council shall, at least once during every ten (10) year period, by ordinance or resolution, appoint a
Commission to review the entire Charter. The first ten (10) year period shall commence on January 1,
2025. At no greater interval than every five (5) years commencing on January 1, 2025, Council shall
consider and determine whether to appoint a Commission to review the entire Charter.
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