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Nela Park 
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{2. LOCATtON 
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t R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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I I Commerc ia l 
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OWNER'S NAME: ' ~ ^ ~ 

General E l ec t r i c Company (Lamp Div is ion) 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

East Cleveland 
j$ . LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Ohio 
C O D E o 
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Cuyahoga County Bui lding 
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1219 Ontario 
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"i ' : : 

17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

E E x c e l l e n t • Good Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

S A l t e r e d • U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved S O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is an o f f i ce and labora to ry complex including twenty m a j o r 
bui ldings , plus sma l l e r u t i l i t y s t ructures and an employees' camp, 
located in a landscaped park and campus- l ike site of approximate ly 
90 acres . The p reva i l ing style of the buildings is Georgian Revival , 
a l l but f ou r of the m a j o r buildings having been constructed bet'ween 
1911 and 1921. A l l of the buildings have steel f r a m e or concrete 
s t ruc tures , faced -with red b r i c k , and a l l are t-wo or three s tor ies 
in height. The ex te r io r t r i m of the buildings erected before 1915 is 
an i v o r y t e r r a -co t t a ; the t r i m of some of the la ter buildings is 
sandstone, a r t i f i c i a l stone and l imestone. The roofs are f o r the most 
pa r t f l a t , and covered wi th f e l t , ta r and g rave l . A great deal of 
addit ional cons t ruct ion deta i l is given i n the reference c i ted. 

The ear l i es t buildings are ar ranged on two axes around a Quad­
rangle which dominates the a r ch i t ec tu ra l scheme of the park . The 
m a i n axis is a lmost exactly northwest-southeast , but i t is general ly 
r e f e r r e d to as nor th-south . Four buildings face the Quadrangle. The 
Engineering Bui ld ing is on the ma in axis at the nor th end, on the 
brow of the h i l l fac ing Nela Avenue and Euc l id Avenue. Thus i t has 
two facades, one fac ing the nor th entrance lodge and one fac ing the 
Quadrangle. Its basic p lan is a widened U-shape. 

The Adver t i s ing Bui ld ing is at the east end of the Quadrangle 
on the secondary axis . Six round, l i g h t - b l u i s h granite 21-foot Tuscan 
columns f o r m a por t i co on the west f r o n t . The largest building on 
the Quadrangle is the Lamp Labora to ry , standing at the south end 
on the m a i n ax is . There are three sections, the two ends being 
s l igh t ly angled toward the nor th . This bui lding has the least s ty l i s t i c 
deta i l of the group. • . 

The newest of the fou r bui ldings , and the most elaborately 
ornamented, is the Inst i tute , closing the west side of the Quadrangle. 
A be l l tower 72 feet high dominates the bu i ld ing . The east wing 
faces a c i r c u l a r pool . Its t h r ee - s to ry facade features fou r sets of 
doubled columns above a ru s t i ca t ed f i r s t s to ry . Two curved wings 
embrace the west half of the pool . In 1945-1946 the outside b r i c k 
w a l l was moved eight feet c loser to the pool and a thermopane glass 
w a l l ins ta l led , a f fo rd ing a v iew of the poo l . Above the east facade 
is a bronze statuary group symbol iz ing the t r i u m p h of l ight over 
darkness. 

The arrangement of these f o u r buildings around an open yard , 
the i r pedimented f ron t i sp ieces , red b r i c k , t e r r a - co t t a p i las te rs and 
Baroque de ta i l f o r c e f u l l y suggest the country houses and public 
buildings of Georgian England. 

Continued. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y 

Cuyahoga 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

- 2 ^ 
(Number aU entries) 

2. LOCATION - Nela Park 
The d i s t r i c t boundary begins at the corner of Noble Road and 

Ter race Road, and proceeds northeast along the p rope r ty l ine of 
Nela Park , fo l lowing the i r r e g u l a r p roper ty l ine to Be lvo i r Boulevard; 

East along B e l v o i r Boulevard to the proper ty l ine of Nela Park, 
and then east, southeast, south and west along the i r r e g u l a r p roper ty 
l ine of Nela Pa rk to Noble Road; 

And northwest along Noble Road to the point of beginning, 

KEY to Map on additional form 10-300a; , •• 

1. Quadrangle , • . 
2. Engineering (1913) 
3. A d v e r t i s i n g (1913) 
4. Operations, Maintenance, B o i l e r , Cleveland Trus t (1913) 
5. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n (1913) 
6. Manufactur ing (1913) 
7. Lamp Labora tory (1914) 
8. Nela Camp (1914) 
9. Entrance Lodge (1916) 

10. Garage (1918) : * ' ; 
11. P r i n t i n g (1920) 
12. East Cleveland Lamp (1920) 
13. Inst i tute (1921) ^ / : 
14. Sales (1921) . > 
15. Cuyahoga Lamp (1921) 
16. Bui ld ing " B " (1941) ' 
17. Large Lamp Engineering (1955) 
18. Lamp Development (1958) * .;. . - j , , 
19. New Bui ld ing (I960) ^ ' i ' : 
20. Reception (1968) 

G P O 9 2 1 -7 2 4 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y 

C u y a h o g a 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Number a l l entries) _ _ 

7. DESCRIPTION _ Nela Park 
To the east of the Quadrangle and located on a curv ing d r ive 

are three smal le r buildings in the same Georgian i d i o m . These are 
the Manufactur ing Bui ld ing , which has a coppercovered observatory 
dome on the roof of the cen t ra l section; the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Bui ld ing , 
whose pedimented entrance is approached through a handsome b r i c k 
gateway; and the Sales Bui ld ing , which has a hipped roof covered 
wi th slate. The ornamental deta i l on these Georgian bui ldings, although 
c l a s s i ca l ly -de r ived , has endless va r i a t i ons . F o r example, the Sales 
Bui ld ing has a t e r r a - co t t a f r i e z e wi th e lec t r ic lamps inside Adamesque 
sunbursts. 

To the west of the Quadrangle is a group of attached bui ldings, 
the Maintenance, B o i l e r Room and Operating Buildings connected by 
a one-s tory wing fac ing Noble Road, which was remodeled i n 1921 
to house a branch of the Cleveland Trus t Company, 

To the south of E l m Road, the m a i n east-west thoroughfare , 
eight large buildings f o r engineering and development were bu i l t 
between 1917 and I960. In general , they only have hints of the Georg­
ian style of the nor th bui ldings, but they are faced wi th b r i c k and 
t r i m m e d wi th stone to harmonize wi th the others . 

A l l of the buildings are connected by a system of underground 
pipe tunnels c a r r y i n g pipe lines f o r heating, gas, compressed a i r , 
steam, and hot and cold water; and some of the buildings are connected 
by underground pedestr ian subways. 

The ent i re area and a l l the buildings are landscaped according 
to plans developed f r o m the beginning. A l l the roadways are l ined 
w i t h t rees , and there is a great v a r i e t y in the species of trees and 
plants represented. Between the buildings and B e l v o i r Boulevard 
runs a steep ravine , A walking path wi th rus t ic s ta i rs and r a i l s was 
developed there, but i ts use has been discouraged in recent years . 
The o r i g i n a l b r i c k roadways were resur faced wi th asphalt in the 
ear ly 1940s. Various i n t e r i o r a l terat ions have been made to accommo­
date the changing functions of the bui ldings , but the o r i g i n a l a rch i tec ­
t u r a l scheme and landscape planning are v i r t u a l l y intact . 

RECEIVED 
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(B. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian | d ] 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

g ] 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1911-1921 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor j g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

pCj A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

i 1 Commerce 

1 I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 1 Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r ing 

^ I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

^ L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

I I Socio l / H u m o n -

i t o r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

z 
o 

u 

Z 

iu 
UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Nela Pa rk makes a strong c l a im to being the f i r s t planned 
indus t r i a l pa rk in the nat ion. I t was conceived in 1910 by F r a n k l i n 
T e r r y and Bur ton Tremaine , o f f i c e r s of the National E l ec t r i c 
Lamp Company. N E L A is an acronym f o r National E l ec t r i c Lamp 
A s s o c i a t i o n . There were many arguments against a plant "way out 
i n the country, " and i t was r e f e r r e d to as "a f a n c i f u l display of 
extravagance. " But the arguments f o r a m o r e ef fec t ive working 
atmosphere, the economic advantages of a suburban locat ion, and 
the development of a unique mora l e f i n a l l y won over the opposition, 
and of course the concept of the i ndus t r i a l pa rk has since become 
widespread. 

The site was selected in 1910, a s m a l l plateau 234 feet above 
Lake E r i e , wi th some dense woods and a picturesque ravine . 
Most of the land was acquired i n 1911-1913. The building p rog ram 
was entrusted to one a rch i tec t i n o rde r to provide a consistent 
scheme. The a rch i tec t f o r a l l the buildings begun before 1921 
was F rank E. Wal l i s of New Y o r k . Wal l i s was a student of Eng­
l i s h and colonia l a rch i t ec tu re . He was a member of Richard M . 
Hunt's o f f i ce at one t ime , and worked on the drawings f o r George^ 
W. Vanderb i l t ' s " B i l t m o r e " i n Ashev i l l e , N , C, Wal l i s p rac t iced 
in his own New Y o r k o f f i ce f r o m 1895 to 1921. 

The m a i n conception of the park is a pe r fec t representat ion 
of the ear ly twentieth century academic ideal . The func t iona l 
planning and a r ch i t ec tu ra l design of the ind iv idua l buildings as 
w e l l as the ensemble are c a r r i e d out w i t h great consistency and 
good judgment. This is borne out by the f ac t that the plant s t i l l 
operates today v i r t u a l l y unal tered. 

FEB2 81975 
NATIONAL 



f»> MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 

Hol l i s Townsend, A Hi s to ry of Nela Pa rk 1911-1957 (Cleveland, 1957), 
1-165. 

Withey and Withey, Biographica l Dic t ionary of A m e r i c a n A r chitects 
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CEOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 90 Acres 
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REGISTER 
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O R G A N I Z A T l O N 

Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l Society August 1974 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

10825 East Boulevard 
C I T Y Q R T O W N : 

Cleveland 
! T 2. STAT E LIA {SON OF F! C E R C feR TIF tC A11 ON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I^aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert ify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c i t e r i a and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State • Local • 

Name 

LilJ^ jdJu^ //LU-Ti t l e 

Date 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 
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Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OK THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Ohio 

Cuyahoga 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

NAME 

Nela Park 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2., LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1901 Noble Road (See 10-300a) 
3 

Of 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

East Cleveland 

V- S T A T E : „ , . 

Ohio 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Cuyah.ogar77>r>v.^ 
C O D E S T A T E : „ , . 

Ohio 039 Cuyah.ogar77>r>v.^ 035 
%. MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . East Cleveland Quadrangle 
RECEIVER 

UJ 

Ui 
CO 

1:24, 000 
1970 

REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
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TIOMAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
[2)NAME as it appears federal register 

- ^ L O C A T I O N street ti. numbei 

^ O T H E R NAMES: 
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vielnity of X rNj state 

(7// 
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Cc 
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<rt /fo 90. 

(6)NPS R E G I O N : 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
3 ) EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER g N H l ^ F U N D E D ? DYES ^JNO |@CONGRESS. DISTRICT ^ / 

l i f i l l l i lS NAIIOHAl REGISIER KISiORIC DISIRICT? 
KA'IE '§t>M^ ..^ 

;g) CONDITION D deteriorated 
• NO 

aSOURCEof NOMINAT ION ©STATE DFEDERAl. 

IHJWITHIN NATIONAI HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
• YES, NjiMf 

• excellent 
• good 
• fair 

• ru ins 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

fa l tered yO^original site 
• unaltered Dmoved 
• reconstructed Dunknown 
• excavated 

ACREAGE ?0. 
if state whopreoareil torm? 

giOCAl DPRIVATE ORGANIZATION 

© f e a t u r e s : •SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ajD^UBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 «GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
2 DNOT INTACT-O 
^•UNKNDWN-4 
^•NOT APPLICABLE-7 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

>!iDUNKN0WN-5 
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gONOT INTACT-O 
>DUNKN0WN-6 

5 D NOT APPLICABLE-9 

J g A C C E S S YES-Res t r l c t ed D ^ E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No A c c . s . • U n k n o w n @AOAPTIVEUSE DYES • N O SAVED? DYES I IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C D l S T R I C T ? ^ y i G n o 

) A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
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• AICKirECTURE-4 

• ART-5 
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• CONSERVATION-B 
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• EDUCATION-10 

• HEALTH-27^ 
INDUSTR1^?J^ 

• INVENTION-M 
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• L » W - ' 6 •REII6I0N-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE-23 • URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

• LITERATURE-1? 

• MILITARY-18 
• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-lA,̂  

^ C L A I M S : explain 
' f i r s t ' • 

•oldest'• 

•only' • 

^functions 
*H[N HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: InduVWiO-l f^O.  

CURRENTLY: {r^^M^OA Jiryec^ \ 

^ d a t e s of Initial construction: ,̂  f ( i \ - Z \ \ l I H l - t ? V 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

^arohiteist: Qt} ' 

I E T H N I C GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

j architectural stylefs): 

^ i n t e r i o r decorator: 

(master builder: engineer: 

>^landscape architect / garden designer: artist: partisan: ^bui lder / contractor: 

^NAMES give role & date . 
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V 
k structures b u i l t between 1911^1 and 1941 o f f i c e and laboratory compl e j j ^ includes 20 significant ] 

support f a c i l i t i e s , and an employees' camp i n a park-like setting; predominantly of brick construction i n the Georgian 
Revival style. One of^nation's f i r s t planned i n d u s t r i a l parks; conceived i n 1910 by o f f i c i a l s of the National El e c t r i c 
Lamp Association as a means creatii'ig an effective, economic^and morale-building w r k i n g atmosphere. 
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