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17. DESCRIPTION
(Check  One)

E Excellent . Good Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

S Altered . Unoltered . Moved S Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an office and laboratory complex including twenty major
buildings, plus smaller utility structures and an employees' camp,
located in a landscaped park and campus-like site of approximately
90 acres. The prevailing style of the buildings is Georgian Revival,
all but four of the major buildings having been constructed bet'ween
1911 and 1921. Al of the buildings have steel frame or concrete
structures, faced -with red brick, and all are two or three stories
in height. The exterior trim of the buildings erected before 1915 is
an ivory terra-cotta; the trim of some of the later buildings is
sandstone, artificial stone and limestone. The roofs are for the most
part flat, and covered with felt, tar and gravel. A great deal of
additional construction detail is given in the reference cited.

The earliest buildings are arranged on two axes around a Quad-
rangle which dominates the architectural scheme of the park. The
main axis is almost exactly northwest-southeast, but it is generally
referred to as north-south. Four buildings face the Quadrangle. The
Engineering Building is on the main axis at the north end, on the
brow of the hill facing Nela Avenue and Euclid Avenue. Thus it has
two facades, one facing the north entrance lodge and one facing the
Quadrangle. Its basic plan is a widened U-shape.

The Advertising Building is at the east end of the Quadrangle
on the secondary axis. Six round, light-bluish granite 21-foot Tuscan
columns form a portico on the west front. The largest building on
the Quadrangle is the Lamp Laboratory, standing at the south end
on the main axis. There are three sections, the two ends being
slightly angled toward the north. This building has the least stylistic
detail of the group. . .

The newest of the four buildings, and the most elaborately
ornamented, is the Institute, closing the west side of the Quadrangle.
A bell tower 72 feet high dominates the building. The east wing
faces a circular pool. Its three-story facade features four sets of
doubled columns above a rusticated first story. Two curved wings
embrace the west half of the pool. In 1945-1946 the outside brick
wall was moved eight feet closer to the pool and a thermopane glass
wall installed, affording a view of the pool. Above the east facade
is a bronze statuary group symbolizing the triumph of light over
darkness.

The arrangement of these four buildings around an open yard,
their pedimented frontispieces, red brick, terra-cotta pilasters and
Baroque detail forcefully suggest the country houses and public
buildings of Georgian England.

Continued.
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2. LOCATION - Nela Park

The district boundary begins at the corner of Noble Road and
Terrace Road, and proceeds northeast along the property line of
Nela Park, following the irregular property line to Belvoir Boulevard;

East along Belvoir Boulevard to the property line of Nela Park,
and then east, southeast, south and west along the irregular property
line of Nela Park to Noble Road;

And northwest along Noble Road to the point of beginning,

KEY to Map on additional form  10-300g; , o
1. Quadrangle , LI
2. Engineering (1913)
3. Advertising (1913)
4. Operations, Maintenance, Boiler, Cleveland Trust (1913)
5. Administration (1913)
6. Manufacturing (1913)
7. Lamp Laboratory (1914)
8. Nela Camp (1914)
9. Entrance Lodge (1916)
10. Garage (1918) Do
11. Printing (1920)
12. East Cleveland Lamp (1920)
13. Institute (1921) N
14. Sales (1921)
15. Cuyahoga Lamp (1921)
16. Building "B" (1941) '
17. Large Lamp Engineering (1955)
18. Lamp Development (1958) * o o=,
19. New Building (1960) AT

20. Reception (1968)
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7. DESCRIPTION _ Nela Park

To the east of the Quadrangle and located on a curving drive
are three smaller buildings in the same Georgian idiom. These are
the Manufacturing Building, which has a coppercovered observatory
dome on the roof of the central section; the Administration Building,
whose pedimented entrance is approached through a handsome brick
gateway; and the Sales Building, which has a hipped roof covered
with slate. The ornamental detail on these Georgian buildings, although
classically-derived, has endless variations. For example, the Sales
Building has a terra-cotta frieze with electric lamps inside Adamesque
sunbursts.

To the west of the Quadrangle is a group of attached buildings,
the Maintenance, Boiler Room and Operating Buildings connected by
a one-story wing facing Noble Road, which was remodeled in 1921
to house a branch of the Cleveland Trust Company,

To the south of EIm Road, the main east-west thoroughfare,
eight large buildings for engineering and development were built
between 1917 and 1960. In general, they only have hints of the Georg-
ian style of the north buildings, but they are faced with brick and
trimmed with stone to harmonize with the others.

All of the buildings are connected by a system of underground
pipe tunnels carrying pipe lines for heating, gas, compressed air,
steam, and hot and cold water; and some of the buildings are connected
by underground pedestrian subways.

The entire area and all the buildings are landscaped according
to plans developed from the beginning. All the roadways are lined
with trees, and there is a great variety in the species of trees and
plants represented. Between the buildings and Belvoir Boulevard
runs a steep ravine, A walking path with rustic stairs and rails was
developed there, but its use has been discouraged in recent years.
The original brick roadways were resurfaced with asphalt in the
early 1940s. Various interior alterations have been made to accommo-
date the changing functions of the buildings, but the original architec-
tural scheme and landscape planning are virtually intact.
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(B. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian | d] 16th Century . 18th Century g] 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC ~ DATE(S)  (If Applicable and  Known) 1911-1921
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor jginal 1 1 Education . Political 1 1 Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other (Specify)
Historic n Industry losophy
I I Agriculture I | Invention Q science
pCj Architecture A Landscape [ 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture I 1 Socio I/Humon-
i 1 Commerce I | Literature itorian
1 | Communications . Military Theater
11 Conservation Music I 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nela Park makes a strong claim to being the first planned
industrial park in the nation. It was conceived in 1910 by Franklin
Terry and Burton Tremaine, officers of the National Electric
Lamp Company. NELA is an acronym for National Electric Lamp
Association. There were many arguments against a plant "way out
in the country," and it was referred to as "a fanciful display of
extravagance. " But the arguments for a more effective working
atmosphere, the economic advantages of a suburban location, and
the development of a unique morale finally won over the opposition,
and of course the concept of the industrial park has since become
widespread.

The site was selected in 1910, a small plateau 234 feet above
Lake Erie, with some dense woods and a picturesque ravine.

Most of the land was acquired in 1911-1913. The building program
was entrusted to one architect in order to provide a consistent
scheme. The architect for all the buildings begun before 1921

was Frank E. Wallis of New York. Wallis was a student of Eng-
lish and colonial architecture. He was a member of Richard M.
Hunt's office at one time, and worked on the drawings for George®
W. Vanderbilt's "Biltmore" in Asheville, N, C, Wallis practiced
in his own New York office from 1895 to 1921

The main conception of the park is a perfect representation
of the early twentieth century academic ideal. The functional
planning and architectural design of the individual buildings as
well as the ensemble are carried out with great consistency and
good judgment. This is borne out by the fact that the plant still
operates today virtually unaltered.
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f»> MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES

Hollis Townsend, A History of Nela Park 1911-1957 (Cleveland,

1-165.
Withey and Withey, Biographical
(Los Angeles, 1970), 627,

CEOGRAPHtCAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 41° 32" 37" 81 33 56'
e 41 032. 37. g 33 o7
ss 41 032. 18- 8 33 07
aw 41= 32 18 . 81 31.
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N AME AND TITLE:

Eric Johannesen,

ORGANI ZATI ON

Western Reserve Historical

STREET AND NUMBER:
10825 East Boulevard

CITY QR TOWN:

Cleveland
IT2. STATE LIA {SON OFF!CER CfeRTIF tCA1l ON

Preservationist

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public |"aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the citeria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State - Local .

rive LHIN deUA /ILU-

Date

Society

Dictionary of American Ar chitects

LATITUDE ANC LONGI" )DE COORDINATES
DEFINING TH” LtisTIIR POIN | OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
90 Acres
PING STATE OR COUMTY BOUNDARIES
OUNTY / .
OUNTY:
OUNTY:
REGISTER
August 1974
Ohio 1339

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register,

Director. Office of Archeology and  Historic Preservation
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 31
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%.
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SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. East Cleveland Quadrangle
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1970
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
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Property broundaries where required.

North arrow.
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